
Hollis Primary School December 17, 2021

From Mrs. Izbicki and the HPS Staff:  
Happy Friday everyone!  Report cards are visible 
today at 3:30 from your PowerSchool parent portal!  
Just a reminder to our NEW students, your teacher 
has provided a written narrative but has not filled 
out grades.   We want to be sure all new students have 
time to get acclimated to the building and routines 
before assessing where they are. 

Mrs. Fowler and I were invited alongside Officer Bergeron 
to receive an award for raising funds for the Child Advocacy 
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Important Dates:

December 17th - Report 
Cards Viewable for Parents 
December 23rd - No School 
for Students - Professional 
Development Day for Staff 
December 24th - January 1st 
- Holiday Vacation 
January 5th - HSD Board 
Meeting at HUES 6:00 PM 
January 14th - Early Release 
Day 
January 17th - No School - 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Building Update: 

The SAU safety committee 
continues to walk thorough 
and audit our building.  We 
receive feedback for review 
and address any concerns. 

Safety Update: 

Thank you all for the 
continued communication.  
We appreciate all your 
cooperation throughout.  
Always reach out to Mrs. 
Lencsak or Mrs. Izbicki if you 
have any questions.  We are 
here!

HPS School News 
 Twitter: @ HollisPrimary 

Website: myhps.org 

http://myhps.org
http://myhps.org
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Center.  This was a, “Thank You” for the “Hat Day” we had in Movember!  Office Bergeron 
raised the most funds in this part of the state and was awarded a beautiful bat that will be on 
display in our front office.  Thank you all for your donations, the CAC has already brightened up 
the place and added more toys for children to enjoy.  I appreciate being part of such a generous 
community!

HOLLIS PTA INFORMATION: Website address: 603hepta.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/603HEPTA/?ref=bookmarks
Twitter: https://twitter.com/HollisHawks?lang=en

First Graders donated all these items to the Nashua Humane Society! 
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The Learning Commons  - DECEMBER 
Team: Mrs. Proulx, Mrs. Peterson and Mrs. Currier 

This month the Learning Commons team is introducing the game of chess to all students grades 
K - 3.  Mrs. Proulx and Mrs. Currier had the opportunity to attend Granite Gambit training which is part 
of the national Chess In Schools program. This dynamic chess initiative connects playing the game of 
chess with core academic content in order to reinforce and extend classroom learning.
We will be teaching all students chess terminology, how the pieces move, and the basic rules and 
strategies through instruction and activities in the Learning Commons. This will ensure that every 
student can converse with others using the same terminology and, when playing, understand the same 
rules of the  game. 
Instruction is based on the story elements of setting, characters, problem and solution.  For example, this 
week we’ve looked closely at the chess board as the setting of our ‘story’. Students noticed:

dark/light 
squares
diagonal
rank (rows)
file (columns)
patterns
numbers (1-8)
letters  (a-h)
array
strategy
                     

These words will be added to the Chess Word Wall to reinforce chess related vocabulary.

As we move through the month, the chess pieces, or ‘characters’ will be introduced gradually. 
Students will learn the names of the pieces and how they move. They will have the opportunity to become 
familiar with each piece through puzzles and mini games using only specific pieces on the board in order 
to focus on patterns and strategies without the distraction of all of the pieces.
The story elements of problem (how can I capture the King), and solution (which strategy will I use to 
solve the problem), will be approached using various scenarios as we work our way towards a full chess 
board. 

We put out a whole school challenge: How many squares on a chess board?
Students worked in groups during their Library time to try and solve the challenge. They had the 

opportunity to work through mathematical equations. It was great to see them so excited about the 
challenge! They worked hard and kept going even when the problem was very challenging. 

Answer: 204 squares 🌝
Students are very engaged and excited to learn more - as are we!
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Art - DECEMBER
Lindsey O’Brien 

Kindergarteners learned about primary colors. Then they learned about the artist Piet Mondrian. 
He created abstract art using vertical lines, horizontal lines, squares and rectangles. His art used  primary 
colors as well as black and white. Students looked at examples of his work and then created their own. 
They cut up red, yellow and blue squares and rectangles. Then they glued them onto white paper. Last 
they cut up skinny strips of black paper to add vertical and horizontal lines. 

First graders learned about warm and cool colors. Warm colors are red, orange and yellow. Cool 
colors are blue, green and purple. Using leaf tracers students traced various leaves onto white paper. Then 
they outlined them with brown oil pastels. Last they painted the leaves using only warm colors and the 
background in cool colors. 

The second graders learned about patterns and looked at actual dried corn and images of rainbow 
corn. Then using the real corn as a reference they drew their own corn cobs onto paper and traced them 
with black oil pastels. Then they experimented with different patterns as they painted the kernels in a 
variety of colors. Last they painted the background. 

Third graders worked on a character project that supplemented their literacy program. They 
chose a character from a text and then drew portraits of that character in pencil. We paid close attention 
to how to draw a portrait and what guides to use to get the in face proportion. Then they traced their 
sketches in permanent marker and colored them in with colored pencils. They were careful to shade and 
use layers to create the colors of the hair, skin and eyes. Then we looked at different fonts and letterforms 
to create a unique background made of different words that described their character. Students 
experimented with different sized letters, fonts and spacing. After they painted the words in vivid colors. 
Lastly they will cut out their portraits and mount them on their backgrounds so they pop out in 3D. 

                        

       3rd Grade    2nd Grade                       1st Grade                     Kindergarten   

MUSIC - DECEMBER 
Carrie Cormier 

December is a fun month for music! Although we will not be doing holiday concerts this year, all 
students will be singing, playing, and listening to songs that are traditional to the celebrations of 
Hanukkah, Christmas, and Diwali. Kindergartners are beginning to learn rhythm syllables “ta” “ti-ti” and 
“rest” and will start basic rhythm reading this month! First and second graders are composing short 
rhythm patterns on instruments. Third graders will start preparing for recorder playing by starting to 
learn the names of the notes on the musical staff. Recorders will begin next month, there will be more 
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details coming home about that in the next few weeks. Classes continue to earn rule badges in music, ask 
your child if their class has earned their kids choice day yet!

Math - DECEMBER 
Susan Giles and Mel White 

In the Math Room, we are always on the lookout for games that have students practicing math 
facts in fun ways.  We love Shut The Box for helping students master sums within 12.  Need an additional 
challenge?  4-Way Countdown is similar to Shut The Box, but players use their addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division skills to win.  What a perfect addition to family game night.

Math Week 21-22 is on its way next month! We are so excited to have that Math Spirit throughout 
the school.  More information to follow later in the month.

Literacy - DECEMBER 
Heather Nelson and Sandy VanSciver 

The Reading Team uses educational computer programs to support and reinforce reading skills 
and strategies at school. There are many programs available for families to support academic learning at 
home. These sites allow students to have multiple opportunities to develop skills and solidify learning in a 
fun and entertaining manner.  If you would like to learn more about educational learning sites to use at 
home please visit: https://sites.google.com/a/sau41.org/readingroom/home/student-learning-websites
If you would like to learn more about literacy apps and how to employ this powerful teaching tool at 
home please visit: https://sites.google.com/a/sau41.org/readingroom/student-learning-apps

Environmental Science - DECEMBER 
Tara Happy 

Winter has arrived and the first flurries have been exciting to see.  The students are already asking 
about snowshoeing and can’t wait to take an adventure through the snowy forest!  Please be on the 
lookout for an email about volunteering opportunities to snowshoe with us or email me if you are already 
an SAU approved volunteer.

With the arrival of winter all of the classes have begun to explore how animals survive our cold 
New Hampshire weather.  The kindergarten and first grade students will begin to learn about migration 
and hibernation, while the second and third grade students will begin to explore the concept of torpor 
and brumation!  It has also been fun to think of all of the ways that we as humans adapt to survive our 
winters.
If you’d like to see more of what we have been up to during our environmental science classes please 
check out our environmental science website/blog.  Here is the link or you can access it through the HPS 
website.  https://hpsenvironmentalscience.edublogs.org/
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Wellness - DECEMBER 
Lee Walsh, Amy St. Hilaire, Ellen Lencsak 

Third Graders have learned that they each can be their own real Health Super Hero.  Making 
good health choices is the key and they have control.  But there are some things in life we can’t control 
and that sometimes makes us anxious.  Third Graders will talk about what they can do when that 
happens. 

Second Grade is reading the book, “The What-ifs” by Emily Kilgore, deciding what’s a big deal 
and what’s a little deal, and making a list of problem solving strategies.   

First Graders are designing their very own “tool box” to use when things go wrong, and K students 
are being introduced to positive thinking and self-talk.

Physical Education -DECEMBER 
Dave Olszewski 

Kindergarten and First grade students continue to spend time getting used to the gym as a moving 
and learning space and how to use the space in a variety of movement experiences. They experience tag 
games for their locomotion and body skills over various body parts for body awareness and skill. In 
December, we are going to progress to bean bag skills as they relate to sending at a target and catching 
and receiving in partnerships individually and in class activities. These 2 grade levels will also be 
progressing to volley tapping with balloons and light balls using their hands, arms and paddles.
  Second and Third Grades  will be continuing their volleying skills and games units by practicing and 
playing activities related to volleyball, handball, hand tennis  and paddle games. Objects we will be using 
for volley play are beach balls, light plastic balls and balloons. The object of these units is for kids to  
continue to volley more often so they can experience greater success in volleying games.
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Which Tool is Poly the Polar Bear Using to Play?
We will be holding our math week Monday, January 10th - Friday,
January 14th. Students will use the process of elimination each day
to figure out which tool Poly is using to play! We will also have a
di�erent theme dress up day for the week. We are looking forward
to a fun math filled week!

This year’s dress up days are as follows:
● Monday 1/10:  Number Day
● Tuesday 1/11: Geometry Day (wear a shape)
● Wednesday 1/12: Mix and Match Patterns Day
● Thursday 1/13: Parallel Day (wear stripes)
● Friday 1/14: ½ and ½ Day



 

 

 

 

Save The Date 

NH DHHS Mobile COVID19 Vaccine Clinic  

Brookline NH 

Saturday, December 18th - 9am to 4pm 

No registration needed, but arrivals based on first letter of last name: 

“A” thru “M” – from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm 

“N” thru “Z” – from 12:30pm to 4:00 pm 

 

• Primary Doses for Ages 18+: Pfizer (2-doses), Moderna (2-doses), and J&J (1-dose) 
 

• Primary Doses for Ages 5 – 17: Pfizer (2-doses) 
 

• 3rd Doses for Pfizer and Moderna (these are indicated for persons who are moderately to 
severely immunocompromised) 

 

• Booster Doses for Pfizer, Moderna, and J&J 

 
Location: Brookline NH Public Safety Complex -3 Post Office Drive 

Details:  https://www.brooklinenh.us/ 

Clinic is not a school sponsored event 

 

https://www.brooklinenh.us/
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